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SECTARIAN CORPORATIONS. 

The following article deserves the serious at- 
tention of our legislatures in every state of the 
union, The practice of granting acts of incorpo- 
ration to societies and institutions under the 
controul and management of the clergy, has 
proceeded with rapid strides, a few years past, 
and usless arrested by the voice of the people 
or the good senso of our legislators, ere long, 
as formerly in England, and now in Spain, a 
great part of the wealth of the country will be 
in the hands of ecclesiasticks, and their power 
and influence will be iu proportion to their 
preperty.—Ed. Refor. 


FROM THE MAINE CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER, 


In addition to the reasons given last week why 
we believe that those societies which ave form- 
ed and cuntinually forming in our country, so- 
liciting money from all classes of community 
and applying it to sectarian purposes, are cal 
eulated to prove injurious to the publick, we 
would take the liberty here to add another 
which deserves, what we believe it has pot yet 
engaged, these@rious atiention of the guardians 
We object to giving any 
class of men the privilege of accumulating—no 
matter by what means, whether by begging or 
taxation—unlimited sums of money and other 
standard property, and permitting them to hold 
such property forever, independently of the 
demands of government, and without contribu- 
ting any thing towards the publick burdens.— 
This objection we confess was suggested to 
us on reading the late message of the governor 
ef Massachusetts to the House of Representa- 
tives of that state. He has advanced an idea, 
which seems to have been heretofore over- 
looked by politicians; but one whichis obvi- 
ously weighty and important. He objects to 
those incorporations “ where a mere trust is to 
be executed, coupled with no personal inter- 
est,” unless they are ofa character to “ allevi- 
ate the wretchedness of human infirmity,” &c. 
and even then he suggests “there should be 
some limited time, vhen the legistature might 
exercise the power of revision or revocation.” 
“There are,” he says, “two descriptions of 
gorporations known to our laws.—The one, 
in which a pecuniary concern is created, and 
exists in the members—the property of which 
is made to contribute to the publick burdens 
and is liable to be disposed of,” &c. Such 
corporations cannot be objected to. But the 
other degcription is dangerous. It includes all 





j luely dangerous to equal rights. 





the sectarian institutions of which we speak. — 
* In them,” says he, ** the property is locked 
wp from individual econtroul, is subtracted 
from the mass of transmissible wealth, and is 
held in perpetuity to be applied only to the pure 
poses and objects” of sectarian ambition and 
party proselytism. Such institutions have “a 
tendency to absorb individual property in the 
capital of corporations, and thereby to desirey 
its future divisibility and ve luntary distributio# 
to an extent which, says he, I believe, is harde 
ly apprehended by the community, If may 
well deserve regard to what consequences ad 
unrestricted indulgence in this policy may lead. 

The worthy and able governor of :hat com- 
monwealth has here laid the axe, where it cugit 
to have been years ago, at the very root of all 
those orthodox institutions which have faiteus 
ed upon the indulgence of the people. He 
has shown, in a manner which cannot be resist- 
ed, that they are robbing both the gove:nment 
ind country of the very means of existence, 
and building up a privileged aristocracy abso- 
Heretofore 
it bas been uniformly customary for our legis- 
latures to throw their protecting arms around 
those sectarian money makers; giving them 
the desired act of incorporation, and authoriz- 
ing them to hold property forever, secure from 
taxation. And it has been done,” says he, 
“to an extent hardly apprehended by the com- 
munity.” Our legislatures, wishing to patron- 
ize whatever is calculaied to improve the mor- 
al condition of the country, have suffered 
themselves tobe blinded by the appeals of 
men professing to he engaged in the cause of 
benevolence. They seem not to have looked 
to the consequences which an unrestricted ine 
dulgence in this policy mayfead"” ‘They were 
not aware that they were authorizing a set of 
aristocratick men to drain the country of ale 
most all the money there is in it, and thus en. 
abling them, in the miudst of their sacred influe 
ence, to look down upon the poverty of the 
government aud people, bidding defiance to all 
their attacks. 

Our readers will now perceive with us thé 
injurious tendency of these corporations,» 
They obtain immense sums of money that nee 
ver can return again to the body of the people 
from whom it was extorted. Their institutions 
are made rich and can never become poorer, 
The influence of wealth which they pussess 
can never be lessened. The publick treasury 
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may become impoverished, the arm of govern- 
ment may be paralyzed, the country may be- 
come pvor, stillthey must be rich. ‘The strong 
hand of government can never enicr their con- 
secrated chests. On them no taxes can beas- 
sessed, and though the formershould fail, their 
power connot be impaired. The time may 
come when these orthodox institutions will have 
absorbed a majority of the actual property of 
the Union, and wher, therefore, the supreme 
power will be in their own hands. ‘“ These 
apprehensions,” says Gov. Lincoln, “ are not 
idle or visionary. They may yet be fatally 
realized, Grants, bequests, and contributions 
will occasionally fall in, and ultimately the 
mass will be accumulated. There is here no 
countervailing principle to apply. Death ex- 
ecutes no statutes of distribution. What is 
once received is held forever! And although 
each one of the corporations may be restricted 
in the extent of its acquirements, yet the con- 
tinued increase of their number (the number of 
such institutions) operates to an unlimited and 
infinite accumulation.” And, unless govern 
ment declines granting such incorporations, by 
which they are allowed to hold the money they 
extort fron: the people, he says the time must 
arrive when violence and revolution will be the 
only means of bringing the state of things back 
to its original equality. This worthy goveru- 
or deserves well of his coun ry. He has had 
the courage io broach-a solemn truth in polis- 
ical science, which we devout!y hope may be 
improved in all our states. Hereafier we hope 
our legislatures will be more cautious how they 
authorize a set of ambitious men to drain the 
community of iis circulating medium which 
can never return again, or contribute its pro- 
portions to the publick burdens. : 
It has been well said that the people hardly 
apprehend io what an extent these societies 
have already robbed the nation, What is giv- 
en to them might as well be annihilated; for 
it is taken effectually and forever from the pub- 
lick. And we suspect that they have been in 
no small degree the cause ofthe complaint of 
the present scarcity im the circulating medium 
throughout the country. Tear what Gov. 
Lincoin says, “within five years only, more 
than thirty millions of dvllars have been au- 
thorized to be held” in Massachusetts alone by 
corporations of this description. Suppose, 
what is perhaps not unlikely, that the other 
states have ¢xiended an equal proportion of 
this kind of misplaced indulgence ; the result 
would be, that in the United States within the 
shortterm of five years oaly, authority has 
been given to certain institutions to take forever 
from the publick; property which cau never re- 
turn again or be taxed, to the enormous amount 
of siz hundred millions of doiiars! Let this 
pelicy continue, and how long will it be before 
ali we wealth of this nation must be under the 
command of acertain number of corporations ? 
‘Lhe orthodox are continually peiitioning for 


acts of incorporation, they are permited to 
hold money in trust—property: which must 
decend forever to their disciples only. They 
obtain money by begging and extortion which 
they are authorized tohold. Government can- 
not tax it. The publick can never re ip any 
advantage from it—unless it be an advantage 
to have the country over-run and enslaved by 
their priests. In this way a religious aristo- 
cracy Is growing up among us, which threatens 
destruction to the very vitals of national and 
individual prosperity. 

This is another reason why we are opposed 
to the patronage of those numerous sectarian 
corporations, which, like the horse leech’s 
daughters, are continually crying, give, give, 
and never say enough, ‘Those who encourage 

_ them, however innocent may be their motives, 
| are but contributing to create a power that is 
| already dangerous, and may yet prove fatally 
destructive to our national freedom and inde- 
pendence, And we hope that our fellow citi- 
zens will give this objection at least, a serious 
consideration; and not suffer their confidence 
in a few religious leaders, io make them forget 
or neglect a paramount duty whica they owe 
to their country. : 


IMPARTIAL INVESTIGLTOR, 
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REPLY TO THE OBJECTIONS OF ** A.” 
( Concluded from page 1Al.) 

We now come to notice the last of those passa- 
ges brought by A. to disprove the arguments of T. 
G. Against the statement of T. G, that * the whole 
family of man is included in Christ’s Church, A, ur- 
ges the following texts: ‘‘ Ye are not of my sheep, 
as I said unto you.’’—‘ They are not all Israel 
which are of Israel.’’—‘‘ Many are called, but few 
chosen.’’—*‘ Many will say unto me ia that day, 
Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name ¢ 
&c.—Then will I profess unto them I never knew 
you; depart from me ye that work iniquity.” 

On this subject we remark, 1. T. G. contended 
that all mankind are included in the invisible church 
of Christ. By this church he undoubtedly intended 
those who shall finally be subjected to Christ, and 
become the recipients of the joys of immortality in 
heaven. That and some are not mem- 
bers of the visible church of Christ, is a fact which 
T. G. did not deny. It remains, then, to be seen, 
whether the passages quoted by A. disprove the 
sentiment advanced by T. G. Hence 2. it is wor- 
thy of notice, that neither of those texts relate at all 
to the concerns of a future stute. Observe; our 
Saviour declared that certain persons were not of 
his sheep at that time; but he did not say they nev- 
er should be: The apostle said, they are not all Is- 
rael which are of Israel; but he did not say they 
Our Saviour declares, ma- 


some are, 


never should be Israel : 
ny are called but few chosen; but he did not say that 
the few were chosen to the eternal exclusion of the 
many: He also said to certain persons of old, that 























at a certain time he would profess to them that he 
never knew them; but he did not say that such time, 
or period, was to be in eternity, or after the pres- 
ent life had terminated; nor did he intimate that 
the final salvation of such persons was not secured 
by the “will, purpose, and determination of God.”’ 
All those passages referred to then existing circum- 
stances, and related to this life only. If A. does 
not assent to this fact, we call on him to prove the 
eqntrary ‘‘ if he can.” 

Again: It will not be denied, that the invisible 
eburch of Christ includes all those of whom he is 
the Head, He is the head of the church—and of 
that only. See Eph. v.23. ‘Christ is the head of 
the church; and he is the Saviour of the body,” 
To know, then, how many are to constitute the 
church, we have only to inquire of whom is he the 
Head? An answer is furnished in the following pas- 
sage fromthe writings of the same eminent apostle. 
“ButI would have you know, that the head of Eve- 
RY MANis Christ; andthe head ofthe woman is man; 
and the head of Christ is God.’’? See 1 Cor. xi. 3. See 
also Col. i. 18--20, and Eph. v. 25—27. Again: 
Our Lord gave his life for the members of his invis- 
ible church; and we are told by limitarians that he 
died for the churgh only. We admit the fact; and 
ask how many he died for? Ans. He died and 
“gave himsclf a ransom for att to be testified in 
due time.”’ 
tle, for our sins, and not for ours only, but also for 


Ile is the propitiation, saith an apos- 


the sins of the whole world. 

But the objection of A. is virtually against the doc- 
trine of universalism, inasmuch as we hold only to 
the salvation of the church, and suppose that to in- 
clude all men. Does our correspondent think the 
passages quoted by him will overturn the doctrine 
of universalism? He must be quite ignorant of the 
sentiment he opposes if he flatter himself with such 
anidea. The texts quoted, neither prove the doc- 
trine of endless misery, nor disprove that of the u- 
niversalists; hence, A. must search again for some- 
thing with which to overturn our sentiments, And 
while heis doing it, we would thank him to give the 
public something beside assertions, or passages 
which by the wisest commentators are acknowledg- 
éd to be quite irrelevant. 

To conclude: If we may hazard an opinion, the 
reader will have found, on examining the subjects 
proposed by our correspondent, that the objections 
urged by him against the arguments of T. G. are far 
from being conclusive. So far as we are able to 
determine, the truth of T. G’s propositions stands 
firm on the foundation of the scriptures and reason. 
The conclusion, therefore, which A. bas deduced, 
unfavourable to the moral affect of universalism, 
“vanishes into thin air.”” Truth will always have 
a salutary effect upon the morals of him who be- 
lieves it; and errour will ever have acontrary effect. 
We are therefore willing to ascertain the relative 
y8lue of the doctrines of endless misery and uni- 
versalism, either by an appeal to the scriptures, or by 





reference to their different effects upon society or 


individuals. ‘That the notion of endless misery ab-; 
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stractly con-idered never has, and never can do any 
good, is evident from the nature of the case and in- 
contestible facts. On the other hand, that univer- 
salism never has, and never can do any harm to the 
morals of community. is as evident as it is that we 
cannot gather grapes of thorns nor figs of thistles. 
We challenge A. to produce an instance wherein it 
has appeared that the doctrine of universalism hae 
ever led to an immoral act; and we promise to show 
when called upon by any respectable antagonist, 
that the fundamental principles of the limitarian 
fuith—those on which it stands, and without which 
it cannot be sustained, have been the cause, either 
directly or indirectly, of every crime from the com- 
mencement of the world to the present day. 

With the foregoing facts and statements we sub 
mit the matter to our readers, and shall not add any 
thing farther on the subject, until A. finds it conve; 
nient to refute what we have advanced, or make an 
attempt atarefutation. By confining himself to facts 
and logickal arguments, he will be entitled to our 
most respectful attention, and to our thanks fox 
his friendly attempts to enlighten our mind and ben- 
efit the publick. L. 8. E. 

{> Our readers will bear in mind that ‘A.’’ is 
absent on a journey, and therefore will not reply (if 


) disposed) until his return.~-Ep. 





FANATICISM EXPOSED. 

Many of our readers have heard of the “ Finney 
rericals” in Utica and in other towns of Oneida co, 
In Trenton, the inhabitants are favoured with the 
ministeria) labours of Mr. I. B. Pierce, an Unitarian 
clergyman, of liberal mind, correct deportment, and 
extensive literary attainments. He has laboured 
with his people to good acceptance, for ten or twelve 
years, during which time, if memory serves us, a 
church has been established, respectable in number 
and character. ‘This society of-believers in one God 
has long been an eye-sore to the trinitarians in that 
part of the country (especially the Presbyterians) 
and during the rage of the ‘‘ Finney-revival,’’ Tren- 
ton was selected as the subject of their operations. 
In carrying on the farce, the brood of “ poor and pi- 
ous’? students, let loose from Auburn “ Theological 
Seminary, who at that time were brought into the 
field and marshalled by Finney, (whe styled him- 
selfthe Brigadier General of Jesus Christ) frequent- 
ly designated persons by name, and prayed for them 
in a most outrageous manner. Amongst others 
Col. A. G. Mappa, a respectable member of the U- 
nitarian society, was prayed for in that singular 
manner; and the society to which he belonged was 
denounced as the ‘‘synagogue of Satan—a nest of 


| vipers—a nest of serpents,”’ &c. &c. Such con- 


duct, as well it might, excited adegree of opposi- 
tion to their unhallowed encroachments, and led ul- 
timately to the publication of a pamphlet entitled 
‘““The Bunker-Hill Contest,’’ in which the forego- 
ing, with many other fects were disclosed relating 
to those matters This pamphlet, it seems, has 
brought out a reply on the part of Finney and his 
coadjuters in which they deny the statements in the 
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pamphlet and attempt a justification of their pro- 
ceedings. This reply of the presbyterians, is met 
with a lettcr to the “presbytery of Oneida county, 
and their committee” by the author of the “ Bunk- 
er-Hill Contest,’’ Mr. Ephraim Perkins, in which he 
vindicates what be had before published, and dis- 
proves their declarations ina summary manner.— 
He styles-himself ‘A Plain Farmer of Trenton,”’ 
and sustains what he had before stated, not by as- 
sertions, but by the affidavits of unimpeachable wit- 
We cannot better subserve the cause of 
They 


nesses. 
truth than by giving them to our readers. 
follow : 

Oneida County, ss.—JOHN STORRS be- 
ing duly sworn, deposeth and ssith, that having 
uniformly attended the Presbyterian Meeting 
(with but few exceptions) in tie village of 
Trenton, of which the Rev. Oliver Wetmore 
is Minister, during the Spring of 1826; 
having read the account of some of the pro- 
ceedings of said meetings, as given by Mr. E- 
(weer Perkins, in a pamphlet recently pub- 
ished by him, entitled “ A Bunker-Hill Con- 
test.” Ile is constrained to say, trom what he 
has seen and heard himself, and from informa- 
tion received from people reputable for truth 
and veracity the said statements are generally, 
substantially correct. That there are several 
inaccuracies in said statement, he has heard 
said Perkins admit; and also, that he regret- 
ted that he had not limited his remarks in said 
pamphlet generally, to the Clergy, and those 
strangers who apparently acted in clerical 
style, with Mr. Wetmore in the revival. 

The Unitarian Society were frequently de- 
nounced as being the “seat of the Devil, the 
Synagogue of Satan, a nest of vipers, a nest of 
serpents; and on one occasion adders and rat- 
tle snakes.” Eight or ten different persons at- 
tended the revival, some of them a longer and 
some a shorter length of time. From whence 
they came, or by whose request they came 
here, he does not know. It was generally re- 
ported however, that some or all of them were 
from the Theological Seminaries. 

Ist Question by Mr. E. Perkins to this de- 
ponent. Did you understand and suvpose 
that those who attended from abroad had had 
intercourse with Mr. Finney. 

Deponent.—lI did so understand. 

2nd.—Have you ever heard any one say 
that the Rev. Mr. Pierce the Unitarian Minis- 
ter in Trenton, had, during the revival noticed 
in his public performances, any of the conduct 
of the Presbyterians towards them % 

Deponent.—I have no recollection of hav- 
ing heard apy thing of the kind. 

JOHN STORRS. 

Subscribed and Sworn Feb, 12th, 1827, be- 

fore me, Zaumon Roor, J. P. 


Oneida County, ss.—Personally came _ be- 
fore me, Warren Podge, Esq. and Anne 
Brooks, who, being duly sworn, depose and 
say, that they were present at a meeting at the 





Rev. Mr. Wetmore’s and heard the prayer 
of the Rev. Mr. Smith, and think that Me. 
Perkins has not, in «is Bunker Hill Contest, 
exaggerated the prayer respecting Col. A. G, 
Mappa, but has come short in their opinion, 
That the prayer was made after an exhortation 
given by the Rev. Mr. Smith, setting forth that 
ii was practised in Utica, and other places, to 
name people and pray for them, which he 
should do this evening ; and said you are pret- 
ty good folks in Trenton, not very wicked in 
this village—you are not more wicked than 


| they are in Utica and other places, and they 


are worse than the devil, because the devil has 
had no offers of money; and the observations 
and expressions connected with the prayer, 
made such impressions as we never felt before. 
And he alse, in his prayer, prayed that God 


soi Almighty would send flashes of hell fire and 
ane 7 


strike them in the face, and knock them down 
in the streets, WARREN DODGE, 
ANNE BROOKS. 
Subscribed and sworn before me, the 3d day 
of Feb. 1827. Iruat Tuomson, J. P. 


Oneida County, ss.—Came before me, Nan- 
cy Post, who, being duly sworn, saith that she 
belongs to the Unitarian Church in Trentou, 
and that she was visited by the Rev. Messrs. 
Smith, Clarry, and Goodell ; and in the course 
of half an hour’s conversation, they told me 
repeatedly that I denied the Bible, and that } 
denied Jesus Christ; that I trembled and 
quaked every time I looked into the Bible ; 
and said “ you do not love God—unless you — 
repent you will go to hell.” Mr. Smith ob- 
served, that he knew the heart of a person in 
the house better than he did himself. The 
person told him he had no right to make such 
observations ; to which he replied, he had a 
commission from God. 

NANCY POST. 

Subscribed and sworn before me, the 8th 
day of Feb. 1827. Irnat ‘Tnomson, J. P. 


Oneida County, ss.—Came before ne, Geo. 
Kelsey and Edmund Wolcott, who, being du- 
ly sworn, depuse and say that they were present 
ata meeting on Holland Patent, called an 
Anxious Meeting, and heard the Rev. Mr. 
Norton ask Joseph Pride what his name was, 
and he made no answer ; he then asked the 
audience what this young man’s name was, and 
being told, he asked him a number of other 
questions, and he answered but one ; he then 
said to the audience that this Joseph Pride 
has a dumb devil, and when you hear of the 
death of Joseph Pride, you wili hear of an 
awful death, and when we are cailed to yudge- 
ment we shall hear the awful sentence, depart 
Joseph Pride downto Hell. And furthermore 
the deponents say not. 

EDMUND W. WOLCOTT. 
GEORGE KELSEY. 

Subscribed and sworn before me, the 8th of 

Feb. 1827, Ireat Tuomson, J. P, 
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Oneida County, ss.—Personally came be- 


fore me, Elizabeth Parker, and, upon oath 
saith, that in the month of May, 1826, while 
attending her daughter, Mrs. Johnson (now de- 
ceased) in her last sickness, in a very low 
stage of consumption : a Mr. Goodell, said to 


be under the support of the Eastern Educa- | 
tion Society, and was then said to be itinerat- | 


ing; and assisting the Rev. Mr Wetmore in 
the height of the “ Revival,” followed Mrs. 
J: hnson's father-in-law into the house, and 
pressed himself into the room where she lay, 
and awoke Mrs. Johnson, by some alarming 
representations of the condition of one just 
leaving the world, Mrs. Johnson baving pre- 
viously heard of Mr. Smith’s prayer for Col. 
Mappa, and many other attacks on other indi- 
viduals, had requested that none of the young 
Ministers or itinerants should be permitted to 
approach her.—I asked Mr. Goodell repeated- 
ly, to leave the room—he said to me, I shall 


not be hurried out of the room by you, I shall ; 
take my own time for it—I am concerned about | 


her soul; and soon stepped out of the room 
and said, come out old woman I am concerned 
about your soul too, Mr. and Mrs. Thomson 
were both Unitarians. 
ELIZABETH PARKER. 
Sworn and subscribed the 8th day of Feb. 
1827, before me. Irnat Tuomson, J. P. 


Oneida County, ss.—Personally came 
fore me, Levi Thomson, who being duly 
sworn, deposeth and saith, that the language of 
a young man in company with Mr. Tanner, in 
the latter part of June, 1826, whose name was 
called Clarry, and who exhorted and prayed in 
Presbyterian meetings, and was said to be from 
the Theological Seminary at Auburn, was as 
near as I can recollect, as follows : ‘Ihe first 
stlute was, have you any christians here? Af- 
ter being answered that we did not judge fir | 
ourselves on that point : he begante ask ques- 
tens and make affirmations, which led -to a 
quotation from the Bible, upon which he re- 
plied tha: he would not argue upon the scrip- 
ture for his soul’s sake, and said, you had bet- 
ter lay down your bible and repent of your 
sins, you may read your bible all your life- 
time and go to hell at last, you think of going 
to Heaven by reading your Bible before you 
repent, and by so doing you are heaping sin 
upon sin, and you will all at last go down to 
hell together. 


3D- 


LEVI THOMSON. 
Subscribed and sworn before me, Feb. 8th 
1827. JOHN STORRS, J. P. 


POPULAR OPINION. 

The following articles, which are copied from 
two periodicals, either of which bear a comparison 
with any others in America, do but speak the senti- 
> Ments of a vast majority of our fellow citizens.— 

' The Christian Register, is a highly respectable jour- 
pal, devoted to the cause of Unitarian Christianity, 





| places us on secure ground. 
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tator and Ladies’ Album, published in the samp 
place, deservedly ranks among the best publications 
ofthe kiad in the country. In the way matters and 
things are going on, ‘‘ revival-makers’’ will soon be 
out of employment! “Which may heaven grant,” 
&c.—Ep. 





From the Christian Register. 

We have often had occasion to notice the 
ill effects of the Religious Phraseology of the 
d«y, on the minds ofthe young. We have, 
however, rarely had so siriking a practical ile 
lustration of this, as is presented in the fol- 
lowing original anecdote, which a much respec- 
ted friend in a neighboring town has seni us, 
and which, he informs us, actually occurred in 
the place of his residence, « few days since. 

-Ata female school a little girl said to the in- 
structress, ma’am if I always speak the truth, 
and-tell you when the other girls tell lies, a’nt 
[a better girl than Betsey? No replied Betsey 
| vertly, not a bit better unless you have met 
with a change’ 
| We are not told what reply the instructress- 

made to the question, or what reproof, if any, 
| she administered to‘ Betsey” for her strange 
| doctrines. The principal value of the an- 
ecdote is to show how readily children catch 
the language and imbibe and practice opon 
the principles of those with whom they live 
and associate. 

Far be it from us to treat lightly, or to cast 
an odium on that ceformation of character, (of- 
ten only imaginary or pretended, but sometimes 
rel and enduring,) which is known, in the 
technical language of the sects, by the term 
“ meeting with a change.” What we have to 
object to and complain of is, that the meeting 
| with this change is made an essential in the 
christian ‘character. It is regarded, not as 


| one step or stage only of the christian course, 


—butas a final and essential attainment, which 
Hence its influ- 
ence and tendency is, by the feelings of securi- 
ty it imparts, to lessen the motives and excite- 
ments to exertion and watchfulness,—and, 
worse than all,it leads its subjects to regard with 
contempt, and to speak disparagingly of the 
still and modest practical virtues of the christi- 
an character, and to indulge uncharitable and 
censorious feelings and speeches in refer- 
ence to those who attach a leading importance 
to practical goodness, 

Who can consider without dread the perni- 
cious parctical effects of such principles in- 
wrought in the minds of children from infancy ? 

lt isno apology on the part of parents through 
whose instrumentality these principles are in- 
stilled, that it is not by their approval or con- 
sent that such effects are produced on the 
minds oftheir children, It is speaking in quite 
too feeble terms to say, that it is as much a du- 
ty to look to the moral tendeney of the doc- 
trines they inculcate, as it is to the nature and 
quality of the food they administer for their 
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more than the body, or eternity more to be re- 
garded than time, by so much, it seems to us, 
must every considerate parent regard the duty 
as more imporiant, of guarding the minds of 
his children, against the receptioti of doctrines 
ofa morally poisonous influence. 





From the Boston Spectator and Ladies Album. 
‘AMERICAN ADVOCATE. 

The first number of the American Advocate 
a newspaper just commenced at Williamstown, 
in this state, las this week come tohand. A- 
mid the vast multitade of newspaper titles it 
seems strange that the proprietors, if they 
could not invent a new name for theirjournal, 
did not hit upon the union of two other appro- 
priate words, which had not already been com- 
bined for the title of another paper. An‘ A- 
merican Advocate,’ has formany years been 
issued weekly at Hallowell, Me. and an- 
other publication in New-England with the 
same title will tend to produce confusion.— 
The Williamstown paper locks well cnough, 
and probably deserves the customary compli- 
ments—conducted with talent, &c. &c. one 
part is to be devoted to religious intelligence. 
and to such articles on religious and moral 
subjects as will afford pleasure and profit to 
readers. This islikewise very well, and it 
gives us pleasure to find such subjects are in- 
teresting to the community. But when the 
prospectus gocs on to state that the paper will 
contain accounts of religious revivals, it for- 
feits our approbation. It is not our intention 
at present to say more of what are generally 
denominated ‘revivals,’ than that we have 
witnessed several of them, and therefore know 
that their ultimate results are most vile and 
pernicious: but we do most heartily disap- 
prove of having such a combination of nonsense 
and blasphemy as most of these accounts ex- 
hibit, trumpeted over the land. This asser- 
tion is calculated to stir the wrath and pro- 
voke the maledictions of bigots and fanaticks, 
and we may by them be accused of hostility to 
religion ; but we are cenvinced such persons 
have very little influence over that religion 
which teaches the fear of God, good will to all 
men, and love fcr our enemies, except, indeed, 
to cast on it ridicule and reproach and obscure 
its Simplicity and loveliness, wit fearful and 
disgusting deformities :—-theretore one who 
attacks them, will scarcely find himself fight- 
ing against God. The truth is, the details of 
reformations are usually penned by the rever- 
end personagt who has been the cause of* get- 
ting them up.’ When his imagination is ex- 
cited, his feelings heated, and the flush of vic- 
tory on his brow, he sits down and produces a 
flaming account of the ‘season of refreshing’ 
inhisregion. Very often before his article has 
gone the rounds of the varicus prints which 
copy such nauseous trash, the ‘season of re- 
freshing’—or rather of unnatural and ridiculous 


_ dering they had been such simpletons as to 
| allow their passions to be so wrought upon, - 
have returned to their old ways, and become 


more hardened therein. Such boasting tri- 
umph as is frequently displayed in these ac- 
counts, come with an ill grace from men who 
teach us in the same breath, that Paul and Ap- 
ollos may plant and water in vain. The hum- 
ble—not unto us—not unto us the glory, is a 
scanty cloak for all this vanity. The circula- 
tion of such stuff through our country is one of 
the greatest absurdities of which an intelligent 
people can be guilty. 

The following proclamation fur a fast, issued by 
His Excellency Enoch Lincoln, governor of Maine, 
is entitledto acareful perusal. We understand the 
good orthodox ministers of that state were sorely 
displeased with it; and some of them refused to 
read it before their congregations, probably because 
it enjoins upon the people practical, instead of the- 
oretical godliness, Every lover ofsound sense will 
admire the proclamation for its brevity and the spi- 
rit exhibited in it; and, in proportion to the appro- 
bation bestowed upon it, will be the compassion 
entertained for those who dislike it.—Eb. 


“By advice of the council and in compli- 
ance with a venerated usage, I appoint ruurs- 
pay, the 5th day of April next for JZumilia- 
tion, Fasting, and Prayer. 

“TI recommend to each citizen to observe 
the day asa christian; ifhe be under the in- 
fluence of any vice, to banishit; if in an er- 
rour, to correct it; if under obligations to oth- 
ers, honestly to discharge them ; if aware of 
animosities, to extinguish them; and if able to 
do any benevolent act to any being, created 
by the Almighty Power to which he owes his 
existence and his faculties, to do it. 

“And with a conscience thus prepared, 
may we visit the the temple of God, to wor- 
ship him with that humble and happy disposi- 
tion which always belongs to piety and inno- 
cence; beseeching him that the religion he sent 
by our Saviour may not be perverted through 
the pride and prejudices of sectarianism, but 
may universally receive the homage of a cor- 
rect faith and good works. 

“¢ Especially, I recommend that, being mem- 
bers of one great community, we unite as chris- 
tian politicians, so that we may render per- 
petual the peace and prosperity of our coun- 
try and of this state. 

ENOCH LINCOLN.” 





From the Universalist Magazine. 
“*“THE EORD REIGNETH LET THE EKEARTH REJOICE.” 

I was walking the street, contemplating on 
the dismal description, which are so often giv- 
en by our learved clergy, of the general ruin 
of the creation, by what they call the fall of 
Adam, whev I was unexpectedly met by a 
youth of my acquaintance, who presented me 
with a countenance, on which I could see no 





excitement, has ceased, and his ‘ flock,’ won- 





trace of the horrid catastrophe above mention- 
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ed. Withan interr sting lock, which indicued 
desire, he pointed me to bis habitation, which 
was within a tew rods, and politely invited 
meto step in. I readily complied; for I had 


_ before desired to call at his house, but had not , 
Ina word, } 


unti) now ascertained where it was. 
this youth is one whom I recently Waited on 
at the sacred alier 
requested me to call ai his house. 


On entering the door we were met by the | 


angel whose hand he received at the altar, who 
now conducted us to a parlour, where every 
thing which met the eye rose upin evidence 
_ against the gloomy doctrine on which I had 
been contemplating. I looked, with careful 
inspection at the young man, and tn his counte- 
nance I could plainly discover the heavenly 
image of content and satisfaction. I as care- 
fully turned my eye on the blopming compan- 
ion ef his peaceful bosom, who expressed in 
every comely feaiure the innocence and com- 
plete satisfaction which she enjoyed in her 
heart. 
seing comfortably seated, I inquired respec- 
ting the very neat and commodigus house in 
which he found it convenient to live; and was 
happy to learn, that by his industrious habits 
he had been able to purchase the lot and to 
build his house. It was finished, not in a gau- 
dy or unnecessarily expens.ve style, butin the 
very best and most convenient, and of course, 
in that style with which prudence and good e- 
conomy are the best satisfied. 


The turniture of the house was in all respects | 
All indicated the good | 


like the house itself, 
taste of the youvg bride, and some articles 
bore ample testimony of her industry. 

After enjoying such a scene, on leaving this 
garden of innocence and happiness, I involun- 
tarily and most fervently said, “ peace be un- 
to this house.” I then cast my eyes abroad on 
creation and felt a perfect satisfaction that a 
Being of infinite wisdom, power aid goodness 
still holds the sceptre of universal government. 
My heart leaped for joy, and I hastened home 
to taste the ever welcome sweets of domestick 
enjoyment; but not without feeling a sensible 
pity for those gloomy souls, who think the 
creation of God was ruined by what they call 
the fall of Adam. H. B. 





From the Universalist Magazine. 
ORTHODOXY IN DANGER. 

We received three or four weeks since, from 
a correspondent in Troy, N, Y. the letter, an 
exiract from which we present below, and the 
noted letter of the Rev. Dr. Beecher, of this 
city, which aiso appears. ‘The name of the 
preacher alluded to by our correspondent is 
the in Dr. B.’s letter, Mr. Beman is the 

resbyterian minister at Troy, and Mr. Fin- 
Ney, we believe was of Albany.* 


ee 


* Mr. Finney is not of Albany as supposed by the 
editors of the Magazine, but from Jefierson county, 
N.Y. He is the same fanatick that stiled himself the 


f matrimony, and who had | 


“ Mr. iS how on trial for several misde- 
meavors by his whole church, There are sev- 
eral indictments brought against him,—such as 
beating his wife, disturbing the peace of fami- 
lies, &c. The meeting is held publick, in his 
church, and continued last night until quarter 
past twelve o’clock, and commenced again this 
morning at seven o’cluck. It is sapposed that 
| Mr. — will be turned adrift—indeed the whole 
population of this city, except those belonging 
| to his church are up in arms. One or two of 
| his deacons,and a number of other respectable 
| people have left the church, and all is in an up- 
jroar. This Mr. » lam told, makes noth- 
ing of visiting families when the husbands are 
out, and telling the women and children that 
they willall go to “hell,” unless they _ enlist 
under his banners—lie also boasts, that he ob- 
tains none but those whom he sifts to the bone, 
| marrow and all, 

I have just heard that a letter is in town, 
from your Mr. Beeche:, (some extracts of 
which were laid. before the church to day,) in 
which he lashes and . He says they 
have caused, and are now causing, more dis- 
turbance thap the King of Hell himself. He 
says, unless they mend their ways and move 
their steps to another tune,—there will be put 
in force a most thundering excommunication 
from him and his, against the whole posse com- 
itatis. It therefore appears that Mr. Beecher 
does not approve of these doings, and although 
at such a distance, threatens to make them feeF 
the length of his arm. 

What name do you think these pious Presby- 
terians give the Universalist Church in this 
city? Why, no other than that of the most a- 
miable and christian-like appellation—* The 
ITell Insurance Office.” Weep and blush tor 
poor human nature! I dare say, many there 
are, who would like to carry their risks to this 
office, if they could pay the premium—an hon- 
est conscience,” 




















‘* Extract of alctter from Doctor Beecher to the Rev. 
Mr. Nettleton.* 
** Boston, Jan. 30, 1827. 

“ We are on the confines of universal mis- 
rule and moral desolation, and no time .is to 
be lost in forestalling and holding publick senti- 
ment correctly, before the mass shall be put in 
motiun by fierce winds; before which nothing 
can stand, and behind which, when they have 
swept over the land, sothing will remain. ‘The 
fear of opposing a work of God, if it prevails, 
will ruin us: for if it were in its commence- 
ment a work of God, and is now the occasion 
of some conversions, it is rapidly changing its 
character and will become soon, one of the 
‘** Brigadier General of Jesus Christ.’”” Sometimes 
he denominutes himself‘ God’s Hammer,” &c. & c. 
He is famous for his impudence, and notorious {for 
his impiety.---Ep. Gos, Apv. 


“The same who once wrote a letter to getup a 





“reyival,’’ and blasphemously signed it JesusCanist: 
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most powerful and successful assaults which 
Satan ever made in the church, in so prosper- 
ous a condition as she now is. I do not be- 
lipve that God will permit such a scourge to 
pass over us 3 but he will not work miracles to 
stop it; and if ministe:s and christians will not 
be warned by the past, nor use their own eyes 
and ears and hands ; if all whom he has set to 
watch, slecp on their towers, and cry peace 
with their presumptuous hope, then I say it will 
come and come witha vengeance. You will 
perceive that U have made the same distinctions 
that you have between the immediate and re- 
mote effects of a revival; and it is desperation 
not to make them, or to fear to lifi the voice 
and make astand against present temporary 
good, which brings in its train certainly univer- 
sal and permancnt evil. It may benefit my 
fallow ground to burn tt over in a dry time ; but 
shall my neighbc-urs, and the country around al- 
low me to do it, when itis sure to itvelve a 
whole region in conflagration? God has given 
us reason to use, and he will not take care of 
the church in a way that sha!l supercede the use 
of it ; let nv man then be afraid to discuunten- 
ance what he disapproves in a revival of reli- 
gion when the general,results are seen to be bad. 
Little temporary defects may be borne «ith 
for the greater good, but temporary good may 
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not be purchased at the expense of universal | 


and abiding evil. There is another danger ; 
it is an infatuated confidence in the good sense 


of mankind, and the success of revivals to pro- | 


ducea remedy. But who ought to have more 


good sense to judge and act in this case than | 


ministers and churches; and if ‘hese stand and 
look on silently, whose good sense will make 
a stand? You miglit as well trust (o good sense 
to stop a burrieane, or to arrest a conflagration 
fanned by fierce winds in a great city. Let the 
spiritual pride and false zeal of man once gain 
the ascendency, and they might as well have 
Jeft reason to quell the French revolution, or 
drive Bonaparte out of Russia. There must 
be immediately an extensive correspondence 
and concert formed ; ininisters must come to- 
gether and consult, and churches must be in- 
structed and prepared to resist the beginnings 
of evil,—the mask must be torn off from Satan, 
coming among the sons of God and transiorm- 
ing himself into an angel oflight. In the mean 
time no pains should be spared to save if pos- 
sible brothers Finney and Bemun, both on ac- 
count of the great evil they will not fail fo do on 
lawless converts and the great good they may 
do, if they can be kept within their orbit— 
should all these measures fail, then we must 
publish your letter to Aikin, and mine tu Beman 
if it is thought best. We shall need both in 
New-England, as manifestus to stop the mouths 
of Socinians and others who would be glad to 
blast revivals by the evils arisings from the West 
Your letter to Aikin is highly app: oved here; 
—stand fast brother, and you shall have all 
New-England to back you in due time. If it 


| 


| 
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become necessary, all our jadicatures will speak 
out next spring, though I hope it will not be. 

the revival here is still, to a miracle, but 
going on, I say to you not to be published.— 
In my society abeut 150 converts, and in the 
five orthodox churches together, about 400, and 
steadily increasing. 1 would try silent meas- 
ures first, by correspandence and forming pub- 
lick opinion, and putting ministers and church- 
es on their guard, publish only when it becomes 
manifest that there is no hope of reformation 
—not however delay publishing too long, be 
cause the letters should precede the storm. 

Remarks.—lIs it not to be lamented, that 
men who are as well convinced as Dr, Beech- 
er must be, that “ revivals” are altogether the 
work of man, will endeavour to make the un- 
suspecting believe they are effected by the 
spirit of God ? “This correspondence and con- 
cert of ministers and churches to regulate “ re- 
vivals,” and cause them to go rightly are a 
proof that these excitements are altogether the 
work of man, and that the ministers engaged 
in them know them to be such. 

The injurious effects of these revivals, the 
orthodox themselves begin now to feel. The 
Dr. sounds the alarm. They must oppose this 
“work of God,” “which brings in its train cer- 
tunly universal and permanent evil.” They 
have carried these things tothe greatest length, 
breaking up the peace of families, and doing al- 
most any thing else to promote their purposes, 
But now that a reaction has taken place, and 
they begin to feel the consequences of their 
conduct, they will oppose this false-styled work 
of God. 

One thing more. Why is Dr, Beecher so 
zealous to get up revivals here ? Does not the 
Spirit of God produce the same kind of fevi- 
vals here that it does at Troy ? Ifthe revivals 
in the west produce permanent evil, why does 
the Dr., knowing this, wish to involve us in 
like evils ? 





7 NOTICE.—Those who desire to receive their 
volumes of the Gospel Advocate at the end of the 
year, are hereby informed that by sending us their 
names and the amount specified in our prospectus 
the numbers shall be preserved for them subject to 
their order: otherwise, as our back numbers are 
going off rapidly, they may not be meceaeees 

De 





Gi7The Ist, 2d, 3d and 4th volumes of the Gos- 
pel Advocate are kept on hand by H. A. Salisbury, 
and may be had on application to him by letter, pos- 
tage paid, or to either of our agents. 





Many favours from our correspondents are on file, 
and will receive attention in due time. Our friends 
are desired to be communicative. 
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